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You don’t need to be an adult or spend years studying at a university to have a conservationist mind-set and a helpful attitude. This has been proven by Jordan Schrage, a young girl from the United States who, after visiting our county with her grandparents, decided to help the Osa Campaign at a party to celebrate her eleventh birthday. 

During her birthday party, Jordan invited all her friends to join in an activity called “Rolling for the Rainforest”, in which the children could exchange coins for tickets to take part in a raffle with several prizes at the end of the day. Her idea was to donate the funds collected from the raffle to Amigos of Costa Rica and thereby contribute directly to the conservation of the Osa Peninsula.
In order to bring other like-minded people together, Jordan prepared a presentation about her trip to our country and came up with some ideas for games related to Costa Rica, such as “Flying to the Volcano” and “Pelt the Hunter” as well as the “Sloth Race”, in which the competitors have to run towards the target sharing a pair of jeans, with one child in each leg. 
With her ingenious ideas, Jordan also designed and made a poster for each game, highlighting some aspect of Costa Rica and including an interesting or amusing fact related to each one. 
As a result of her effort and creativity, Jordan and her friends managed to collect a total of US$ 908.36. Accompanied by her parents and grandparents, Jordan handed the funds over personally to representatives of Amigos de Costa Rica at the Costa Rican Embassy in the United States.
During this meeting, the Costa Rican Ambassador in the United States, Tomás Dueñas, underscored the importance of this initiative and, in recognition of her efforts, presented Jordan with a painting of Costa Rican butterflies as a gift.
The ambassador also took the opportunity to discuss with Jordan the importance of the Osa Peninsula and explained to her that the money she had collected would be invested in efforts to conserve and protect this vital natural treasure.

Jordan’s initiative has inspired the staff of Amigos of Costa Rica, who hope to repeat this experience very soon, and are now working with her to design a fundraising package that other children can use at their birthday parties.

Since 2002, the Osa Campaign has been working to consolidate Costa Rica’s national parks by creating biological corridors to link these areas together and involving local communities in conservation and sustainable development initiatives, both in terrestrial and marine-coastal zones.
Photo caption – Through a campaign born of her ingenuity, a US girl Jordan Schrage raised funds for the Osa Peninsula.  
